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• Blood cancer is diagnosed in a child or adult every 3 minutes 
in the United States, affecting 170,000 people per year 

• Blood cancer kills more children than any other form of 
cancer every year 

• Each year approximately 20,000 people in the United States 
need a marrow transplant

• Eighty percent of donations are from peripheral blood; 20 
percent are marrow aspirations from the posterior 
pelvic bone

• One in every 200 Americans will have a transplant within their 
lifetime using marrow, stem cells or cord blood

• There is a 1 in 4 chance of matching a sibling

• Only 30% of matches are found within the family; 70% of 
donors are strangers found on the registry

• Matching factors are inherited, so donors and recipients 
are usually from similar ethnicity and race

• There is an urgent need to increase diversity in the 
registries: 55% of Latinos, 60% of Asian Americans, 75% 
of African Americans and 75% of multi-racial individuals 
cannot find a donor 

• New cases of leukemia, lymphoma and myeloma are 
expected to account for 10.2 percent of the estimated 
1,688,780 new cancer cases diagnosed in the United 
States in 2017

• Over time there is a 10 percent chance of being called 
back as a possible match

• Over 90 percent of transplants are from donors aged 18 
to 45 years old

FACTS & STATISTICS

HOW TO JOIN THE REGISTRY

Every person has the potential to save the life of someone 
with blood cancer. Joining is simple – it only takes two 
minutes and no blood is drawn. Donors must be 18 to 
45 years old, in general good health and a U.S. citizen. 
Donors remain in the registry until age 60.

New donors swab the inside of their cheeks and complete 
a registration questionnaire. The swabs are tested by a 
lab for genetic markers, which are entered in the registry 
where they can be searched to find matches for patients 
in dire need of a transplant. 

To join the registry, order a testing and registration kit 
online at giftoflife.org/register or join in person by visiting 
a donor drive. For a calendar of upcoming drives and their 
locations, visit giftoflife.org/events. 

Only U.S. citizens 18 and older may join the Gift of Life 
Marrow Registry. Citizens of other countries can contact 
their local bone marrow registry to volunteer as a donor.

OTHER WAYS TO GET INVOLVED

Volunteer: Gift of Life has a highly active and friendly 
community of volunteers across the U.S., who help in 
many ways, including staffing donor recruitment drives, 
5Ks and fundraising drives, organizing community events, 
and other opportunities. Contact Gift of Life’s Volunteer 
Coordinator, 561-982-2900.

Contribute: Gift of Life receives no government funding. 
Contributions help add new donors to the registry and 
support Gift of Life’s mission: finding a donor for every 
patient in need, whenever and wherever it is needed. 
Help us get everyone involved, swabbed and cured!  Visit 
giftoflife.org/contrib.

Gift of Life is happy to provide additional information 
and statistics about bone marrow and peripheral stem 
cell donation, images, quotes and interviews.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Gift of Life Marrow Registry
800 Yamato Road, Suite 101
Boca Raton, FL  33431

Toll-free: 800-9MARROW
Main: 561-982-2900
Email: info@giftoflife.org
Web: giftoflife.org, regalodevida.org, matnaschaim.org
Logos & Trademarks: click here
Media Contact: Amy Glanzman
aglanzman@giftoflife.org, 561-982-2957
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